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7. HE Writer of the a 5 

pages had not an opportunity of Seeing Mr. 
Gifford's Letter to Mr. Erſkine, till ſome time 
= after its publication 3 and circumſtances of a_ 


private nature prevented him from anſwering 


it immediately. His name 1 little conſe- 


5 quence to the public, and none at all to Mr. 


Gifford, from whoſe laſt Pamphlet he is able 
to extract, 122 That the Strictures of J UNIUS 


« were not the leſs founded, or the leſs true, be- 


* 


1 cauſe the Author did not diſcloſe his name.” 
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To JOHN GIFFORD, EG. 


SEK 


Tu E harſhneſs of rebuke and ſeverity of erimina- 


tion which you invariably employ againſt thoſe who 


differ from you in political ſentiments, entitle you to 


very little courteſy when your own become the ſubjeQs 


of enquiry,—Y ou appear to be equally unwilling to al- 
low to your adverſaries, either purity of intention or 
rectitude of judgment; as if you imagined your con- 


demnation was to ſtand in the place of all argument, 


and that from your decifion there was to be no appeal: 
But I have received ſufficient diſguſt in the peruſal of 
your Letters to this mode of controverſy, to prevent 
me from attempting to equal you in this particular, as 


I am perſuaded it contributes conſiderably to weaken | 


the * it is intended to ſupport. 


laden, Sir, I cannot conceive for what reafon you 
ſtoop to ſo mean and pitiful a method of reply. You 
poſſeſs very ample information upon your ſubje& ; you 
are furniſhed with a ſtyle eaſy and correct, perſpicuous 
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and clear; but the pleaſure to be derived from theſe is 
deſtroyed by the too frequent recurrence of paſſages, 
if evidently written under the impulſe of paſſion ; which 
the ſobriety of reaſon would have condemned, and the 


ſuggeſtions of prudence would have rejected. 


Much as you affect to deſpiſe the talents and abi- 


lities of Mr. Erſkine, you would have evinced more 
ſolid judgment in imitating that gentleman's manner 

of writing. To betray ſuch an impatience of contra- 
diction and keenneſs of irritability in political diſ- 


euſſion, is a convincing proof that you were not de- 
ceived yourſelf by the fallacy of your ſtatements ; and 
that you wiſhed to amuſe the minds of your rea- 
ders by the ebullitions of your anger, in order to * 


ply the deficiency of your arguments. - 


| An elegant and forcible writer os aptly- charadte- 
riſed the temper and ſpirit of your partys and of no 


one of which it is compoſed better than yourſelf. © I 
may be permitted to remark,” ſays Mr. Mackintoſh, 


& that the conduct of our enemies has not reſembled 
the uſual triumph of thoſe who have been viRtorious 


in the war of reaſon. Inſtead of the triumphant 


calmneſs that is ever inſpired by conſcious ſuperiority, 


they have betrrayed the bitterneſs of defeat, and the 
forocity of reſentment, which is peculiar to the black 
revenge of detected impoſture.” To infinuate, whilſt 
vou are evidently writing to ſcreen the miniſter from 
the effects of 8 3 that you are &« linked 


3 


fo no party,”® i is an n impoſition too glaring to paſs with- 
out notice, and too falſe to eſcape cenſure. You, who 
have before ridiculed with very ſophiſtical reaſoning, 
the idea of ©* @ party man upon principle, t are now 
reduced to the neceſſity of ſhewing PONG "HE 9 8 1 
ciple you are a party man. | e SAR 
Tar's =” : $3 4 
Indeed Sir, it very ill becomes a vindicator of the 
preſent adminiſtration, to dogmatiſe in ſo lofty a tone, 
and with ſuch a thundering accent, whilſt endeavour- 


ing to juſtify the moſt flagrant inſtances of a crooked - 
and wayward policy. If the preſent. be clearly the % 


moſt juſt and neceſſary war, that this or any other coun- 
try ever was engaged in, was it neceſſary to occupy one 
hundred and ſeventy pages, compoſed of the moſt viru- 
lent declamation of your own, and of extracts from 

the ſpeeches of the former factions of France, and the 
writings of unhappy and miſguided emigrants, to 
prove its "—_ and ae; ? 


But you appear to have another object in view be- 
ſides a defence of the moſt diſaſtrous and diſgraceful 
war, that ever ſtained the pages of Britiſh annals. 


Letter, page, 109.—I learn from your laſt Letter, and 
from that addreſſed to the Earl of Lauderdale, that you 
are a member of the Aſſociation conducted under the auſ- 
pices of the worthy Mr. Reeves. I know not what 
more is requiſite to make you a party man, unleſs it be & 
ſeat in Parliament, or a penſion out of it, the latter of which, 
from the complexion of your writings, it is probable yau 
may already poſſeſs. n 

I Letter to Lord Lauderdale, pages 111 and 168. 
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Tis not enough that it be ſupported with all the aid 
: 41 to be derived from deluſion and deceit, but thoſe who 
have oppoſed it are to be overwhelmed with odium, to 

de branded with infamy, and treated with ſcorn, for 
poſſeſſing the wiſdom to foreſee, and the wiſh to avert 


thoſe calamities which have a its n ine 


5 vitable reſult. 


It admirably ſuits your purpoſe, and you have 


availed yourſelf of it to the fulleſt extent, to confound 
the wiſhes and deſigns of the Engliſh Reformers, with 


the wild and impracticable notions of French Revo- 


- lutioniſts, After all your boaſted diſcrimination, I am 


ſure your claim to it, is of a very queſtionable nature, 
if you do not diſcover that the accuſation of a ſimila- 


"rity of views, has no foundation in fact.— It is the 
cuckow cough of terrified alarmiſts, the unmeaning 


babble of the pedants of corruption, the vulgar bug- 
bear by which folly and credulity only can be de- 
ceived. | 


You tell Mr. Erſkine that you are little diſpoſed to 


. withhold your aſſent from any of his declarations reſ- 
_ peRting himſelf ;* mark then your conſiſteney through- 
out the whole of your letter you endeavour to convince 
the world that Mr. Erſkine is infected with the con- 
tamination of republicaniſm, and that the tendency 
of his conduct, and the wiſh of his heart, are to over- 
turn the Britiſh - Conſtitution. His aſſociation with 
the Society of the Friends of the People, appears to 


9 Page 6. 


5 

have expoſed him particularly to your attacks, and 
furniſh the baſis of your accuſation. What credit then 
is due to your aſſertion of not withholding your aſſent to 
Mr. Erikine's declarations reſpeQing himſelf, when he 
' afſerts upon his honor, his reaſons for joining that 


Society to have been exactly the un of thoſe 9952 
have 8 to him. | 


Their. prineiples, and his own likewiſe, are thus 
deſcribed by him. Their avowed objec,” ſays he, 
* was, to bring the very cauſe which Mr. Pitt had fo 
« recently taken the lead in, fairly and reſpectfully be- 
« fore the Houſe of Commons: in hopes, as they 
4 declared, to tranquiliſe the agitated part of the pub- 
46 lic, to reſtore affection and reſpect for the legiſlature, 
* ſo neceſſary to ſecure ſubmiſſion to its authority; 
“ and, by concentrating the views of all reformers to 
e the preſervation of our invaluable Conftitution, to 
* prevent that fermentation of political opinion, which 
« the French revolution had undoubtedly given riſe to, 
„„ from taking a Republican direction in Great Britain.” * 
Was not the object of this Aſſociation laudable in 
the higheſt degree? Was it not loudly called for by the 
exigency of the times ? Was it not the moſt conciliatory 
method of appeaſing the minds of the people ? of 
« allaying the foaming ebullition of diſcontent ?” and 
ſoftening the aſperities of Oppoſition, which they had 
' evinced to the meaſures of the Lach Was 

CE 
. Page 13. | 


1 * 
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ö . not true loyalty better diſplayed, and more ſincerely 
ſhewn by ſuch a conduct, than by aſſociating with 
Mr. Reeves, for the purpoſe of ſupporting Adminiſtra- 


tion in the proſecution of projects, which but for the 
terror thus artfully excited, and the deluſion thus wick- 
edly maintained, could never have been carried into 


execution 5 


Of the propriety of ſuch a conduct, I intend to ſpeak 


further in the ſequel, and ſhall proceed to make a few 
- obſervations upon ſome of the miſcellaneous parts of 
your letter. 


Your remarks upon the neceſſity of private virtue to 


_ qualify for public uſefulneſs* are ſuch as I have ever 

.  confidered in the higheſt degree proper. They are 
rational and coneluſive But ſuch is the defective 
fituation of ſociety, ſuch is the general licentiouſneſs 
which the haughtineſs of ariſtocratic pride has contri- 


buted to produce, that in eſtabliſhing this rule, excellent 


us it is, we ſhould diſqualify a much greater number of 


perſons than perhaps you were aware of. If impartial 
Juſtice were to viſit the offices of Government, ac- 
cording to the rule which you have laid down, who 
would abide the rigour of its ſerutiny? It is not 
Mr. Fox alone who would be condemned to private 
life. Notwithſtanding the unqualified approbation you 


have beſtowed upon Mr. Pitt, t I hope you are not fa 


Page 5. 
1 Pages 109 and 110. Letter to Lord Lauderdale. 
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blind as to imagine even he would retain his office; 

and J hope for the honor of our Conſtitution you do not 

mean to extend it much further. For I firmly believe, 

the ſame ſentiments from the pen of a Parliamentary 

Reformer, would ſubject him to a proſecution. I 

was the language that was uſed by Mr. Paine before 

you ; I confeſs from different motives, but ſtill the 
principle was the ſame. It is a language which the 

ſupporters of the preſent Adminiſtration cannot hold, 
without being loſt to every ſenſe of honor, and in- 
capable of every die of ſhame. Verbum ſat ſapienti, 


| God forbid, that the moment ſhould ever arrive, in 

which Great Britain ſhould look for its ſafety to the 
ſobriety of Mr. Pitt, the moderation of Mr. Windham, 
or the conſiſtency of Mr. Dundas. The flimfy ſupport 
to be derived from their virtue in the hour of danger, 
would be equal to the bleſſings they have been the 
inſtruments of obtaining. AN the period 8 their 
8 


I truſt, Sir, I am as fully convinced as yourſelf, of 
the importance of religion, and of its influence upon 
the conduct of public men; but I fee no reaſon'why a 
perſon qualified to be eminently uſeful in a very eritieal 
and dangerous moment, ſhould not be employed 3 
although others with leſs influence, with leſs power, 

and leſs capacity, might in their private fituations appear 
more amiable, The calamities we now ſuffer, and 
thoſe we have reaſon to expect, E eall a * 


6 


The nation now conſiders Mr. Fox as. the only man 


1 5 ks of obtaining this defirable and indiſpenſable 


object; and it therefore furniſhes no occaſion for 


ſurpriſe, that his adverſaries ſhould encreaſe their in- 


vective, and redouble their exertions againſt him. 


To his talents for this purpoſe Mr. Burke has already 


made the frigid confeſſion, which neceſſity has extorted 


from an enemy: and his fame is to be rendered the 
more compleat by the addition of your ſuffrage. I 
think I am therefore warranted in ſaying, that the 
torrent of your abuſe proceeds not from a love of vir- 


tue, or a ſolicitude for religion, but from the jealouſy 
of rivalſhip, and the proſpect of diſgrace.  - 


For ſo ſignal a benefit as the reſtoration of peace, 


the nation would beſtow honor and confidence upon the 
individual who had procured it: and the errors and 


improprieties of his private life, "would be entirely 


- abſorbed in the'ſplendor of his public conduct. 


The people awakened from the dream of error, have 
opened” their eyes to the true ſource of their miſery. 


They feel the weight of their calamities and they are 


about to demand a conſtitutional and ſpeedy redreſs. 
They know that without ſuch a redreſs, the proſperity 


of Great Britain is gone for ever, that their conſtitution | 
is annihilated, and their vaſſalage inſured. The pro- 


fligate ſquanderers of national treaſure, the unfeeling 


promoters of extenſive deſtruction, will be diſmiſſed 


to contemplate their diſgrace and infamy, covered with 
the indignation and reproach which they deſerve. 


9 1 
What conſolation 1 may derive From the refledibn 
of having endeavoured to preferve Chriſtianity, by 
means, to practice which even a heathen would have 
bluſhed, will not be envied them by their bittereſt 


Whit our Adminifteston have been nebel u 
the plaineſt doctrines of religion, they have pretended 
to be fighting in its ſupport. Whilſt they have torn 
alunder the ties of civil ſociety, they have conterided 
that m_ endeavoured to EO Te” 

The delicacy of poliflied life; the weetnefs'of Tally 
intercourſe have been ſacrificed to their ambition. e 


The hemiſphere of diſtant ene ſtil ſound with' 
the knell of human happineſs, and the miſeries of 
thouſands wait for a _ and inadequate retaliation. * 

5 
Such reflections are no doubt too homely and to 
vulgar for the elevation of your ideas. Wholly oceu- 
pied with hatred againſt thoſe whom you have repre- 
ſented as atheiſts, you are endeavouring to prolong the 
iniquity of a conduct, for which n but ada 
or fer can furniſh an excuſe. | 


„My ac as would not approve any other mode 

of retaliation, than that they ſhould be permitted to retire 
to privacy and oblivion; accompanied wfth the pangs of 
rework, and the execrations of the TI 


| 0 


10 
HPaſſing from Mr. Fox to the Queſtion of the War, 
you treat the ſubject as heretofore, without that great 
regquiſite of political diſcuſſion, a calm and ſober temper. 
It is altogether needleſs for me to follow the ſame 
beaten track upon which you have already met ſo many 
able and diſtinguiſhed combatants; and ſince the 
Pamphlet of Mr. Erſkine, I am ſure it would be ab- 
-.furd. The grand features of the debate are there 
+ traced with ſo maſterly a hand, and placed in fo lu- 
cid a point of view, with © a ſtrength of argument 
t that ſeems to beat down all reſiſtance, and to ſet 
« confutation at defiance.” Of the laſt you appear 
to have been ſenſible from the method of reply which 
you have choſen, a method too weak to convince, and 
too confuſed to inform. Conſtantly boaſting of the 
| abundance of your proof, but producing only quo- 
tations of an authority equal to your own, Bewildered 
in a labyrinth of clumſy accuſations, compoſed of in- 
definite charges, charaQeriſtic of your liberality and 
candour ; you have diſguſted the ſenfible by the incon- 
gruity of your ideas, and the cool by the coarſeneſs 
of your ſlander, Mr. Erſkine, who, is in one page 
accuſed of revolutionary ideas, in another is derided 
for giving advice, reſulting from a tender ſolicitude for 
the preſervation of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 


It would require a much greater portion of time than 
'T am willing to ſpare, to point out the multiplied 
ceontradictions, into which you have been hurried by the 


petulance of your zeal. I am not willing to ſubject 4 


myſelf to a drudgery ſo deſtitue of reward. Beſides 


1 


as as ocean of abſurdity already contains a Leviathan, 
I ſee no reaſon why it ſhould not be furniſhed with 
a teſs unwieldy being; and whilſt Mr. Burke is 
exploring its deeps, you may os be Mae: to 
| Tones upon its ſanjds. ad 
3 7. you Fan « As I do not ſtand 0 
* the encomiaſt of Mr. Pitt, but as the champion 
« of truth,” &c. This paſſage tends to throw 
ſome light upon a former one in your Letter to Lord 

Lauderdale, t which exhibits all the fulſomeneſs of 
encomium, laid on with ſuch an unſpairing hand as muſt 
diſguſt even vanity. itſelf. You are not the encomiaſt 
of Mr. Pitt, though you certainly endeayour to be ſo. 
In elevating him for virtues which he does not. poſſeſs, 
you pronounce the ſevereſt condemnation upon his 


* FK 


defects. . BY: '; -03 e 
By you the Subject has been conſidered in a manner 
truly perſonal. , The important. conſiderations df 
national ſecurity, the return of thoſe bleſſings of Which 
the war has deprived us, is denied to be an object 
vworthy of our regard. Public benefit is to be ſacrificed. 
at the ſhrine of private ambition; and the Britiſh 
nation once renowned for the mildneſs of i its laws, and 
the extenſion of its commerce, is to be reduced to 


inſignificance and ; the devoted victim of. 
miniſterial n. : | 


8 i ey 2 N "43 4 110 


8 Oceanus belluoſus. HoRaT, _ _ 
+ See page 109 of that Letter. 5 
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12 5 | , 
+ Finding the nation impoveriſhed and dreſſed 
| F the ſlighteſt view of ſociety in Engla 
ſtantly diſplay, you ſeem to have hit upon a ee 
method of making the people as deſpicable as yuuõr 
deſire. Tis not enough that they have been oppreſſed, 
they muſt alſo be inſulted; and the ſubjugation of 
the whole, is to be obtained by the deſtruction of a 
part. To obtain this, they are repreſented as reptiles, 
whom it is becoming and proper for the ponderous 
foot of authority to cruſh. So. benevolent. are your 
ſentiments, you neglect no opportunity of heaping 
upon this unfortunate. claſs, all the invective which 
acrimony can beſtow. To rail with ſuch unfeeling 
bitterneſs againſt vice, is not the moſt unequivocal 
proof of virtue. Againſt that ſpecies of vice, the 
origin of which may be- traced to the corruption of 
Governments, to the apathy of Prieſts, and the be- 
numbing influence. of ignorance, Tt is a fit employ- 
ment for the myrmidons. of oppreſſion to vilify thoſe 
whom they have rendered vile; and whilſt they rea- 
ſon from their knowledge of themſelves, it is no won- 
der — 5 ee n r 


bn That the e me as man are but in- 
different politieians muſt be allowed; and reaſoning 
chiefly-whilſt under the preſſure of immediate diſtreſs, 

on ſubjects of legiſlation, it is not likely they ſnould 
always form the moſt accurate notions of redreſs. But 

they are very far from deſerving that inſolent contempt - 
with which they have been treated by thoſe who are 
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e Geh for ſupport. When de Genn | 
of Beaconsfield' tiled them the Swinſh ur, N 
forfeited every elaim to the diſcrimination of 4 Pfle- 
pher, and the benevolenet of a Chriffiare, The explAz 
nation you have givenꝰ is entitled to as much attEtifibW 
as the ſentiment is to reſpect. When I came to page 
155 of your pathphlet, I expected tb Have found from 
the exordium with'which it was introduced, à prô of 
that difaffection which you have ſtated to exif! A A 
nameleſs handbill it is entitled to little attention; Rall 
you not brouglit it forward as one of your! urideniable 
proofs. Tris juſt ſuch a prof as you have' productd 
o other occaſions, which; inſtead of proving” your” 
afſertions, only expoſe your ſpirit of mifreptefentation. 


It is ſtated by you as havifg a tendeney to the pfo- 
duRion of difeomtent and the ſuſciration of revolt.” WAIST 7 


But How! is this ſhown” by Ab ies ile, which" 
appears to me (pardon my blindneſs) not to partake” 
in the ſmalleſt degree of inſurrectioꝶ againſt the con 
ſtitution of this country. The terrible words which 
you have printed in Italies, as compriſing: the ſpirit 
and meaning of the whole, are Ptute and Refering” 
not Bloodſheds and Rebelliont!\ Toi perfiſt thus ob?” 

n ee men er 


ew + Ut: = 


2 Wee lere eee, 49 
* It is true that the Reſolutions. cloſe with the es 
Murder, Oppreſſion, and Death, but they are mentioned as 
being the favourite Hitem of. the N adminiſtration; 
with what Juſtice or propriety. every one is at liberty to, 


judge, 
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Fa ferents ſo diametrically, different, ſo — op- 
4 poſite, betrays a malignity of diſpoſition, and a black- 
74 neſs of intention, which- the ſplendor of your talents 
. eannot conceal, and the nature of your cauſe cannot 


* * * 
* _ ” 5 . Ea 
1 * : - 4 — 43.8 
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The nden, of re CEE is CAPE AY in wk 


Þ ing irreverently of that matchieſ; model of temperate vir- 
tue, Mr. Windham; and diſreſpectfully, though truly, 


of the object of your idolatry Mr. Pitt.— So then, to 


doubt the purity of theſe gentlemen, is according to 


your admirable logic, converted into an act of diſ- 
affection to the State; and calls for the aid of ** firong 
te reftriftive laws to hee tbe faRious Societies in 
«© AWE” that they may learn not to queſtion the per- 


 feftion of a Prime Miniſter, nor dare to doubt the rec- 


titude of a penſioned apoſtate. I grant that it is the 


language of diſcontent, but not of diſcontent with- 
out a cauſe; and as it holds out the proſpe of re- 


form, it tends to allay but Not to encreaſe 1 . 


Though it is your delight indiſeriminately to con- 
demn, it is not my intention wholly to defend all the 

principles which that. paper contains. But I am ſure 

it would much better become ſuch gentlemen as your- 
ſelf, who pretend to ſuperior knowledge in the ſci- 
ence of Government, to condeſcend to inſtruct the 
lower orders in the knowledge of their juſt rights 36 


® It has been frequently aſſerted with more confidence 
than truth, that the poor ſhould be debarred from all po- 


15 
rather than by forming yourſelves into an inquiſitorial 
cabal, to raiſe by clamour ' a' jealouſy which you may 
hereafter be unable to diſpel, and provoke by inſo- 
lence a reſiſtance, which the ſagacity of ſpies —_— in- 
png de een to combat, hae 8 


- Is 
2 8 4 

FLY : * 
314 14 * 


litical 3 | that the a m has no time for 
the diſcuſſion of ſuch ſubjects, and that the mechanic is 
not intereſted in the affairs of State. But let ſuch ſa- 
pient philoſophers (amongſt. whom you may perhaps be 
one) inform us. what reaſon can be aſſigned for ſuch a de 
privation. It i is to them we muſt look for ſupport | in a 
conteſt, it is theit blood that muſt flow, it is to che arm of 
popular Ed ene our defence. * 


Some of the 1 e claſſes have not iS: des ap- 
plauſe by their interference. It has been the common plea 
of idleneſs and ignorance, that as the ſtate was in danger, | 
loyalty required them to enrol in a troop of yeomanry 
Cavalry, a total neglect of their affairs, and ſettled habits 
of vice have been the reſult. Whilſt I give the following 
weekly journal of a loyal red coated clown, which I affirm 
to be a fact, I wiſh it to be conſidered rather as a warning 
to ethers, than an inſinuation that ſuch habits are univer- 
ſal amongſt the aſſociation. Mondays, Wedneſdays, and 
Fridays are feld days: on theſe days he repairs to the 
neareſt market town, Joins the troop, performs his exerciſe, | 
and then adjourns to dinner—here intemperance is the 
order of the day, and he can rarely perſuade himſelf to 
return home till midnight. The three days following are 
evaporated in the ſluggiſhneſs of returning reaſon, in which 
labqur is forgotten, or if recollected, deſpiſed. The Sab. : 
bath is the only day of attention to his farm, . 


LA 
- ed 


light employment for a vacant half hour, if indeed a 


Pruſting in ſome degree to your inſinuation that you 
dre perfectiy maſter of the ſcience of legiſlation, I 


ſybmit the following queſtions for your ſolution, as a 


bookſeller's hiſtorian can be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs it. 


Lou will obſerve they are evidently drawn from this 


paper of political hereſy, this I Pecommen- 
by e Gn paper eee K 


5 «©: 2 


- xk Is not the late dit augmentation bill cal- | 


&rying of public confidence, to deſtray the Britiſh 
Cohſtitution, and the liberty of the people? 

2d. When Miniſters of the Crown have power giv- 
en them by Parliament, to drag the ſubjects from 


| their neareſt and deareſt connections, and force them 


to become-men of blood, are not their lives, perſons 


AOL eee, hit thoſe Miniſters ? 


3 


—— natural that-the e the 
people ſhould complain, when this diſpoſal is given to 
miniſters by a Parliament, the majority of which is 
wholly unconnected with their intereſt ? By men who 
are placed there by the will of the miniſter whom 


| they ſerve, and often in defiance. of the People = 


__ a as oO to 


e. Is not this corruption the primary — of 


the unparalleled powers of the preſent Miniſters, and 


does it not deſtroy that protection which the conſtitu- 
tion 3 afforded? ? 


th. Was not the Houſe of Commons intended by 
che ſpirit-and: letter of the conſtitution, to have been 
24 fair and equal repreſentation of the community? On 
what ground then are many Engliſhmen; now called to 
ſupport burthens which they have no repreſentatives to 
impoſe, and what intereſt can they be thought 2 
AUS nee rity 
0 e 
6th. Has not any nenn a right eee 
by every legal and conſtitutional meaſure, to reſtore 
Parliament to a ſtate of purity, even if his opinion 
happen to coincide with that ſyſtem which the Duke 
of Richmond, if not the firſt to propoſe, was the moſt 
active to eee annual nn ade uni- 
2 n *. | 
q ans Since 3 ba ben allowod; Dc a 
beſt political writers to be not only the leaſt exceptions 
able, but the moſt perfect mode of Government, what 
excuſe can ſophiſtry turniſh for thoſe calumnlators Who 
ſtigmatize the men that have endeavoured. to give ĩt 
cvery improvement of which it is ſuſceptible, as dar- 
ing innovators and lawleſs incendiaties, guided by 
no principle, and governed by no foreſight, as-wretches - 
whom honor cannot bind, whom order cannot Wen I 
Ea aan 39 3 


9 Sit Who then e 1 
Who are the real ſupporters of its government, and the - 
promoters of its b happineſs ?— Thoſe who wiſh for the 

| D 


18 | 
| | extitintance of abuſes and the prolongation of experite ; 


 ., or/ thoſe who would give ſolidity to its power, by: 


making it reſpectable, and ſecure nenen can 
„ e eee eee 1 vebioh if We l 


— Friends of n whoſs 

15 W are either too ignorant to underſtand, or 
too malevolent to explain, was ſenſ ble of the danger to 
de apprehended from the continuation of thoſe abuſes, 
< the ſuſcitation of diſcontent It was compoſed of 
men of diſcernment ; they followed the dictates of dif. 
eretion and prudence—At the fame time — ee, held 
out to the people, the hope of a zonftitutional - "= 
(which all your ſophiſtry can never prove to be rebel- 

| Lion) they alſo checked in the bud, all diſcuſſion be- 
yond that ſpecific object; which object they ſtated to 
be neither more nor lefs than a reform of the Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons.—The Society for Conſtitutional 
Information, wrote to the Society of the Friends of the 
People. Their letter contained ſentiments: of a nature 
too ſpeculative for the approbation of the of the 
Friends of the People, and their anſwer to them is the 
_ 3 your nnn ne, 


"<6 We profeſs,” ſay they, le dy, 
that the great plans of public benefit, which Mr. 
Paine has fo powerfully recommended, will ſpeedily le 
. into ates nor to . eee 


the * zights* of the -poople in their full extent, the 

indefinite language of deluſion; which. by opening uns 
bounded proſpeRs of political adventure, tends- to dg» 
faroy chat publie opinion, which is the ſupport of al 
free governments, and #6 excite a'ſpirit of innovations 
of which no wiſdom can foreſee the effect, and no 
Milt: direc} the 'courſe- Me uieu nn ds Ir itt tbe 
ertature babit, at well at of reafons fis think it 
ſberefore bur hounden duty ta propoſe us klreme c hauen 
which, however ſpttious in theory, cen nver be accents 
pliſhedl without uielonte to the fattled -opiniats of mant 
kind, nor attempted without endangering fome of the 
CTR enjoy 
the genuine principle —— — 
cheriſh as objects of juſt affection, nat from any im- 
pliczt. reverence or habitual ' ſuperſtition, but as inſtitu- 
tions beſt calculated to produce che happimeſs bf inan 
in evil fociety und it it becauſe ue are convinced 
that abuſes are undermining and corrupting them, that 
we have afſitiated for the preſervitiin of thoſe prins 
ciples. We wiſh to rs, the ng non becauſe u we 
geg [77 1 5 8 : 


* The wort ofthe Lauer ere Sn of Conti 
. renal {norman 2 — 7 - + 


, 4 
» * 
. e NES AP F 
* 5 24 ; 4 e pl eo Ai boa 


— 3 as 1m 
— — as 


— 


p ömAm e — — WH — pu 
* - 
. 
* * 


Y 
"> 
a 


— — q 


— — 


FP 


— 


—— — — en yy ea. — * 
——— — Ä? ————G_ oO cy <>: —Lo Ä 
2 = - 


—— 


— — - — b RIC 
5 


— 


—— 


—— — 


— — 
— — 


— — Po 
— werent fmt) Wn eg een, 


— — 


| 


— IS — — 
— on — 


— — ꝛͤ— 


—— — ä — 


— 


— o 3 - — — - 
= ; 8 ä nnd dent 
r OO Cl EA FOE OI IIA 8 
- —— 1 ry 9 > "Rr — _ 


* <+6:Fsft'poible for 3-man of Sm en (ſenſe to wil 
tie meaning df ſuch a declaration? Ts it poſſible*for's 
„ IRR AAR . 0 


or ſeditious? Both theſe Sir, you have done, without 


being able to produce a ſingle eee hah 
| ac ot pay rp groan 


23 9 2 92 
O — 25 0 cttabsti er rt 20 


Vb lee bee . pon many more 


"Might be brought” of the ſame tendeney) that this 


ſociety operated as a ſalutary check upon others, and 
that they conſtantly reprobated ©: all extreme changes 
However ſpecious in theory, not connected with this 


oſtenfible object. Theſe were the means they em- 


ployed to prevent the ſpirit of enquiry which had gone 
forth from taking a Republican direction in Great 


. Britain.“ Vou were aware that without miſrepre· 


-Fentatidn; theſe principles could never be rendered 
odious; that mifrepreſentation; you have employed 
with many others, by all the methods of deceit which 
could be ſupplied by art, or ſuggeſted by fal ſhood. 


With the moſt oonſummate effrontery, you have com- 


plained of the calumny of others; but nn _ 
l find eee reg Coe wn pen 


* 


"It is abe to tell fer what: pense you. he 
copied a part of a filly play, which after all appears 


only to have been the production of a perſon buſily 
employed like yourſelf in making waſte paper, and 
which had no connection with the Government of 


—— tue liſt of Drimatis — What 
proof have you, that that piece-coritaine theſentimens 
of the people of France Kiso to the Oppoſition 
in England ? Are the effuſions of a paltry playwright 
the organ of popular opiion? Nou have contradicted 
yourſelf, by ſaying that you 44 ball not be ſuſpesden 
'< of imputing to the gentlemen whoſe names are 
A introduced, the ſentiments -which:the:author | 
4e has been pleaſed to aſeribe to them w. But let 
; 1 that 1 not only ſuſpect you, but charge you with 
having dene it. You have branded them in ſubſtance 
with the odious title of revolutioniſts; vou hade 
ſtiled them the friends of the mob 3 you have 
id that their conduct is c preciſely ſuch as men- 
« under the direct influence of the Executive Direftory 
of France would be taught to purſue ;$-1and-you | 
have been as -unſparing i in your Ty I 
been unjuſt. in its n +, eee 


2 . > 
& 1 


11 


0 amel nahi the veil dhe minis! 
artifice has woven; and experience with an iron hand,. 
will break the fetters of deluſion. The friends of 
reform, who alone are the: true friends of the people | 
and of their rulers, will be found to have been the beſſ 
friends of orderly government. The fawning flat 
i terers that en n have OI 


ww 9 » * #4 i : > i 


1 ** ate e 


. Page 40. Note. ts 
: 148 7309-368. | 
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naa But we have not yet forgotten, that it was by 
7 phy meat — — 
* ited themſelves, | that. his Majeſty loſt his American 
dortiniona, and having eontractecd the extent of his 
empire, they have ſuceeded hy the ame wicked policy, 
In defying the happineſs ond iber af his isn. 
<6 enen 44 vhs! $75 441 201 WHT e 
The logie of dan dem ie worthy, of it .objeQ,. 
enmfßſtent with its deligns, and characteriſtie of - its 
| ſupparters- :. To enter into an eternal and exterminating = 
Vr for the ſecurity of aur property, the preſervation 
of our religion, and the-proteRion of aur perſons, was 
Us chat property is entangered by this -<xpehee: of 
contention, that religion would: be odious, i it nu be. 
fupported by murder, and that — a 
to prolong the bleſſing of exiſtence. . re r 


Ir dh Gusen of thole wh6-have been es 
tators of the war at honey has a claim upon our com- 
_ paſſion, what is due to the ſufferings; of others: 
Of thoſe who have fallen victims to the march of | 
peſtilenoe, as if camage: of-itſelf was not ſufficiently | 
deſtruttiveʒ of thoſe. who have been frozen by the 
_ eonyflation of the elements, or melted by the calenture 
of unhealthy elimates? To meet death in the field 
of battle, is a bleſſing which many a ſoldier is denied ; 
he is commonly reſerved for à more terrible fate. 
He muſt ſuffer the aggravated tortures of lingering 


23 
pain; und reſiſt whilſt he can, the ſuſſbeation of a1 
hoſpital, . before he is hraved in pits, or wheline#® 
Wannen 
4 — Rin u n a F P JON of "or 
8 : — ot 77 * HFA oy kt + +; 142 | o 
Whit kid 1 a Ums, ie 
158 are expoſed to danger” have in the 'Tucetfoful 
termination of the conteſt, we ate loſt in wonder at che 
infatuation of mankind. It likewiſe ſerves tg increaſes 
eur indignation againſt the wretehes, who, in daftardly 
feeuritg at their dit, are fabricating freſh pretexis, for' 
the wider extenſion of horrors which they do not ſeal 
and of crimes which they do not regret :- who contend”. 
that a breach of polirencſs is a juſt cauſe for deſblution, 
and a difference of OPINION Gama: Wy, 
— rr b 1 


8 * + : . 1 * p ao, 
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: The * FE e motives 'as baſe” 
and abominable as its progfeſs has been ealamitous 
and unſucceſsful, is incapable of defence, whether 

nnn ES 


YT A ee Mara 2000's ee 

« to be hanged for ſtealing a crown. Saxe aſked nim, 
44 how he could riſk his life for ſuch a trifle? As to that, 
* laid the brave culprit, I have long expoſed it every day | | 
„ for two pence halfpendy. This ſpeech recalled to Saxe's 2 
„ memory, bis bravery and wretched Jthetion 15 brei. | 
*ihat 15 rr _—_ he 5” Kos 1 


* Pallets Vw to her Sap.” "rj _ 
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| "Burke, the ſnivelling” abſurdities of Jerningham, * or 
the twiſting labyrinths of Giffordian argument. "They. 

talk much of its juſtice and neceſſity; I wonder they 
have not expatiated on its ſplendor and ſucceſs. But 
if it had poſſeſſed the latter recommendations, it would 
riot on that account have been leſs flagitious or leſs 
_ reprehenſible. Where ſo few advantages have been 
gained, it was natural to ſuppoſe we ſhould make 
' the moſt of them; but the benevolent and the wiſe 
have wept when they conſidered to what they lead, and 
reflected upon what they coſt. Popular enthuſiaſm 
wh ** a moment filence the 3 of N : 


« Yet reaſon b on war's unequal game, 
Where waſted nations raiſe a ſingle name, | 
« And mortgaged ſtates their grandſires wreaths regret,” 

« From age to age in everlaſting debt; 
, «© Wreaths which at laſt the dear bought right convey, 
| oy Fo ruſt on n medals, or on ſtones * 5 


* 
. wn 


— 


2 1 

Theſe lines are ſo truly beautiſul and ſo applicable 
to the preſent poſture of affairs, eo they en to be ; 
engraved 3 in letters of Sold. 


e 


. It is ſingular that Mr. Jerningham has already felt the 
laſh of criticiſm from a very ingenious perſon of the name 
of Gifford, in an elegant ſatire called the Baviad. I would 
recommend Mr. G. in the next edition of His poem, to 

take notice of Mr. erningham's laſt contemptible perform- 
ance, entitled . Peace, Ignominy and Peſtruktion, he will | 


8 
| - But of all the reaſons we have had urged in ſupport 
of the preſent war, that ſurely is the moſt inſulting 
which ſtates it as being neceſſary for the ſupport of 
religion—as if the mild and berievolent ſyſtem of 
Jeſus Chriſt, was to be enforced by the thunder of 
the cannon, and leſſons of divinity were only to be 
delivered under the ſhade of the blood ſtained pavilion, 
A part, though a very ſmall part of the French nation, 
has imbibed the doctrine of atheiſm, but it is a 


doctrine too comfortleſs and too unfounded ever to 5 


gain ground in the preſent ſtate of civil ſociety ; ; 
and its progreſs if it could make any, would certainly 
not be impeded by the miſerable oppoſition of warlike 
fanatics, who, to convince an atheiſt of the exiſtence 
of a God, would drive him unptepared into hey 
preſence of an offended Deity. | 


find in it many parts worthy of his attention and correction. 
Such for inſtance as the following, where the writer ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to Britain, and ſays, | 


« Yet proud to raife a bubble of thy earth." 


Mr. J. ſeems to have taken the hint given him in the 
Baviad, ang to haye ceaſed 


| — — to weep 
90 Ober love 858 a and. deſerted ſheep. 2 


1 1 wiſh the 3 of that ſatire to decide how much 
better he has ſucceeded on more dignified ſubjects. © His 
baokleller, alas | knows but too well! 

„ E 


> V 


26 
ky grant, Sir, that you have Adducel many inſtances 
to ſhew that atheiſm has been more openly. avowed, 
by perſons in power in France, than it has in Eng-, 


land; but I contend that the Nur of France are not 
atheiſts. | 


It would have diſplayed much greater candor in Jou,, 
who I ſuppoſe are ambitious of being conſidered as 
an hiſtorian of France, to have traced the cauſes which 
have produced this perverſion, of intelle& ; to have 
ſhown what was really the caſe, that the court of 
Louis XVI. was the hot-bed of infidelity ; and that. 
the Clergy and Biſhops by their immoral lives and 
diſſolute habits, contributed to engender in the minds of 
the people, an utter diſregard and hatred for religion. 
Many of the Clergy notwithſtanding your encomium. 
upon their piety, privately profeſſed themſelves to be 
atheiſts ; ; and for ſome years before the revolution, 
it was conſidered as a proof of a ſhallow under- 
ſtanding, to have the leaſt regard for the repoſi- 
tories of revelation. They were ſcorned by the 
learned, and derided by the witty; and it became 
evident from the conduct of the ceclefiaſtics, that 
many of them conſidered religion merely as a trick 
of State, by which they might © the eafier impoſe 
„upon a buſy and unthinking world.“ 


Such is the origin of French atheiſm, and the 
pretenſions of the Britiſh Miniſter to virtue, certainly 
„vou wil ſay that this is aſſertion.” 1 refer you for the 


proof to a {mall tract called French atheiſm, and 0 
5 1 4b by WW. Richards, 


{BT | 
entitle him to the excluſive right of attempting to 
extirpate it by the ſword. It has not been the way- 


ward offspring of the revolution, it was foſtered . 


with all the care of ariſtocratic nurture; it ſprung up 
and flouriſhed beneath the culture of regal oppreſſion. 
Mr. Burke ſays; ** atheiſm is a good ground of war,” 


but how a ſentiment ſo abominably bad can be a2 


good ground either for war or peace, I muſt leave to his 
fagacity to demonſtrate. | . Lad; | 


Firmly RAY of the excellency- of chriſtianity, 
and of the conviction by which it is ſupported in evety 
thinking mind, I entertain no fears of its eradieation in 
France. But I am not inſenſible that the ſanguinary 
diſpoſitions of pretended religioniſts, operate as a 


ſure that the atheiſts and deiſts of France, will rather 
be eonfirmed in their principles than ſhaken' by the 
conduct of this country, and will imbibe ſentiments 
of abhorrence for the chriſtian religion, whilſt its paſtors 
contend that the immolation of twenty millions of 
men, is neceſſary for its ſupport,* 


l do not put an unfair conſtruction upon Miſs Hannah 


More's remarks upon Dupont's ſpeech, when I contend 
that ſuch was the argument they contained. As if a ſpeech 
of the moſt abominable blaſphemy, which Dupont's Cer» 


taihly was, could juſtify a war againſt the people of Francez ” 
who condemned the ſentiment with as much abhorrents 


as Miſs More herſelf. When I conſider the tendency of 


her publication, I bluſh for the author of ad 
poctical * | — 


E 2 


—— 


28 
> Thoſe. atho can; recommend ſuch a conduct, ſo | 


ja axe to humanity, and ſo ſubverſive of religion, 
mut be totally ignorant of that ſyſtem which they pro- 


feſs to uphold. It ſtands upon its own foundation, it 


ſhines with the luſtre of the Divinity, and diſdains 


Uke its founder, to call in the aid of human inter- 
ference. But the diſciples of bigotry, ambition and 
- folly; have contrived to pervert the ſimplicity and be- 
nignity of its principles; and. have employed it as a 
grand machine by which they have rendered the hiſtory 


of mankind a reeital of blood. Such perſons very well 


deſerve the appellation of devilifſh good e ow 
them by Sir George Saville. e 6-8 


' To fay that the'n war is urged in 8 of vie, 


is an aſſertion that not only deſerves contempt, but 


demands abhorrence. To ſay that it is for the ſupport 
of civil ſociety, might paſs for an Hibernian bull; 
but common ſenſe in England, has diſeovered that the 
extermination of man, will not contribute in any 
* degree to cement the bond of ſocial union. 


| I n perfe& conſiſtency with eos manner of treating 
the ſubject, you have condeſcended to notice one or two 
trifling inaccuracies (for they are nothing more) in 
Mr. Erſkine's writing, t although it is very eaſy to 


juſtify them by contraſting your errors; I will not 


* the e of reform * the e 5 


Wy See Monthly Magazine, pry 3% page os” . 
+ Pages 60, and 108, | De | 


— 


However it may hurt your vanity,” I proteſt that yo 


are not worthy of entering the arena, after Burke 
and Erſkine. 
anſwerer of the former, when replying to his Letter 


do a noble Lord, had ſelected the nne | 


as n inaceurate: 


1 * * 0 af 
* * 8 A - * 


.«. Theſe es WE who * e in 
1 know not what divine attributes, but who in realitß 


are foul and ravenous birds of prey (both mothers - 
and daughters) flutter over our heads, and ſouſe down © 
upon our tables, and leave nothing unrent, uniifled, - 
unravaged, or unpolluted with the n * their MOU 5 


ee * <P 21. 


? - 
_— * 


ina = a Bilingtgate aer and the ſentence ſhows, 
how eaſily ſenſe may be ſacrificed to ſound. 


What would you have ſaid, if an A 


But this does not invalidate Mr. Burke's arguments, | 


neither does it injure his reputation as a writer. 


* For the amuſement of the critical reader, I ſubjoin 


Mr. Peltier's tranſlation of this paſſage into OO which 
will confirm my remark. . 3 

« Ces harpies obſcenes, qui ſe maſquent ſous je ne ſais 
« quels attributs divins, mais qui ne ſont, malgre leur de- 
«« guiſement, que de ſales oiſeaux de proie, (les meres ainſi 
«+ que leur petits) après avoir agité leur ales au deſſus de 


nos tEtes, fondent a Vimproviſte ſur nos tables, ſenillene, 


© dechirent, pillent, et rauagent, c QU'ELLES Y TROU- 


* VENT, ET NR QUITTENT RIAN sax s y laiſſer * traces 


% impures de leur * curce. 8 
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Hie will long be acknowledged one of the firſt names in ö 
\ +, Englith literature, and will continue to charm, to 


animate, and to inſtruct,“ when the effuſions of your 


ſptenctic brain will de 3 buried in . 
oblivion. n $138 JB A CLAS SA 


2 * 3 * 5 
"= 5 „0 « #4 4 5 4 LY 
» 


is abc” cours. of theſe” StriQures 1 de nor 


| bowed to your judgment, with that implicit reverence, 
which the idea you have formed of your 'own merit 
| Inelined you to expect, it has been becauſe from 
teaſons of a perſonal nature, rather than the more 


noble motives of public patriotiſm, you have diſplayed 
in your writings, ſuch a fixed determination to ſupport 
the preſent deſtructive meaſures ; becauſe you have 


treated your ſuperiors in knowledge, and your equals 
in virtue, with a rudeneſs which no Jacobinical 


leveller could have exceeded; and ſtamped your 
decifions with an air of haughtineſs, intended to filence 


| enquiry, and intimidate diſcuſſion ; and laſtly, though 


not leaſt in importance, BECAUSE YOU HAVE BASE- 
LY PERVERTED FACTS, -FOR THE DISHONOUR= 
ABLE PURPOSES OF CALUMNY AND MISRE- 
PRESENTATION. | FOR 


ins | 
* I confine this laſt to his former works, 
— | a 
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